WHO DOES JOHN HOWARD REALLY CARE ABOUT?
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Share of Commonwealth education expenditure in each sector as a proportion of the sum of the sectors, 1996 – 2005, Relevant Year Prices. Source: Budget Papers, relevant years.

“The Government does not have education policies, it has policies of social engineering”.

This is how Rodney Molesworth, President of the Australian Council of State School Organisations, summarised parent reaction to the release of information showing the Howard Government’s massive shift of Commonwealth effort from public universities to private schools.

“It is obvious”, he went on “that the Government does not consider that the four million students at public schools and TAFE colleges are worthy of any real attention. Private schools, with less than a million students, will absorb around 36% of the Commonwealth’s education expenditure.

“Our great universities have, in the Government’s view, been grossly over-funded in the past and must be now forced to cut courses and reduce the research effort that is so vital to our competitive future. Only private schools, including those with resource levels that most Australians can only dream about, are singled out for massive increases in federal funding.

“When has the Government ever explained the rationale behind this extraordinary policy? The Coalition goes to the polls standing on a record of increases to the most privileged schools, paid for by equivalent cuts to universities, without ever accounting to the taxpayer for its actions. They have never called on the recipients of this largesse to account for it either. We do not know what benefits the community is supposed to have received in return for the Commonwealth’s expenditure of around four billion dollars per year on private schools. The 70% of parents who send their children to our fully accountable public schools would certainly argue that there are higher priorities.

“ACSSO estimates that there are up to 1,500 public schools in Australia where around 30% of families have no-one working. The impact of unemployment on school outcomes and engagement with work and society are well documented. Labor’s “Education Priority Zones” are recognition of this connection, but will help less than half of these schools. The Coalition’s answer is to pour an average of one million extra public dollars per year into the coffers of each of the wealthiest schools in the country.

“Australia’s future as a competitor in the global marketplace depends on the educational attainment of all of its citizens. The Government’s strategy of investing most heavily in the areas of least demonstrated need is economic suicide on a national scale. The withdrawal of necessary funds from our universities is denying opportunities to students, crippling our research effort and causing us to fall behind internationally. Our future as a secure, democratic and prosperous nation depends on the maintenance of a high quality public education system, open to all and meeting the needs of all.

“The Government clearly believes that widening the resource gap between government and non-government schools, currently standing at 120%, is their top education priority. We beg to differ!

Further information – Rodney Molesworth – 0402 433 400
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Trends in Commonwealth Education Expenditures

The proportion of the Commonwealth education budget* allocated to non-government schools is increasing. 

 
24% of the Commonwealth education budget was allocated to non-government schools in 1996/97. This will increase to 36% by 2004/05.

 
The proportion of the Commonwealth education budget allocated to government schools has remained relatively unchanged (19%).
Universities will see their share of Commonwealth education expenditure fall from 47% in 1996/97 to 33% by 2004/05

*education budget includes expenditure on government and non-government schools, TAFE and higher education. 
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Source: Commonwealth Budget Papers and DETYA Portfolio Budget Papers, 1997/98 to 2001/02
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				This first table is pasted from Budget to Budget work book and Actuals to 2000 work book

						Estimated Actuals										Budgeted

				($M)		1996/97		1997/98		1998/99		1999/00		2000/01		2001/02 (Budget projection)		2004/05  (Budget projection)

				Non-government Schools		2,041		2,277		2,654		2,955		3,359		3,605		4,484

				Government Schools		1,456		1,612		1,701		1,784		1,949		2,039		2,344

				Higher Education Grants		3,957		3,798		3,521		3,562		3,675		3,748		4,084

				VET		900		952		931		939		1,157		1,238		1,397

				Total		8,354		8,639		8,807		9,240		10,140		10,630		12,309

				Total underlying outlays		129,686		126,928		141,570		146,566		157,573		160,875		178,959

				Outlays

				As % of govt outlays		6.44%		6.81%		6.22%		6.30%		6.44%		6.61%		6.88%

				As % of GDP		1.55%		1.53%		1.48%		1.49%		1.60%

																		2004/05 (Budget projection)

		CPI adjusted				1996/97		1997/98		1998/99		1999/00		2000/01		2001/02(Budget projection)

				Non-government Schools		2,223		2,447		2,853		3,137		3,566		3,605		4,484

				Government Schools		1,586		1,733		1,828		1,894		2,069		2,039		2,344

				Higher Education Funding Act		4,310		4,082		3,784		3,781		3,901		3,748		4,084

				VET		980		1,023		1,001		997		1,228		1,238		1,397

				Total underlying outlays		141,267		136,424		152,161		155,591		167,276		160,875		178,959

				CPI (where 2000/01 = 100.0)		0.918		0.930		0.930		0.942		0.942		1		1

				GDP		539088		565,126		595,417		621,547		635527

						1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001

				AGSRC		1.273		1.185		1.133		1.074		1

				CAF (Dec 1995)		1.01575		1.033823		1.050122		1.066707		1.085211		1.10865

				CAF (2000)		0.9359930926		0.9526469968		0.9676661958		0.982948938		1		1.0215985647

				Relevant year prices		1996/97		1997/98		1998/99		1999/00		2000/01		2001/02 (Budget projection)		2004/05 (Budget projection)

				Non-government Schools		24%		26%		30%		32%		33%		34%		36%

				Government Schools		17%		19%		19%		19%		19%		19%		19%

				Higher Education Funding Act		47%		44%		40%		39%		36%		35%		33%

				VET		11%		11%		11%		10%		11%		12%		11%

						100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

				1995-96		1996-97		1997-98		1998-99		1999-00		0

		Government		2,214,705		2,225,805		2,234,714		2,243,525		2,247,975						Change in relative contribution from 1996/97 to 2000/01

		Non-government		911,471		931,515		950,426		969,128		989,079				Non-government Schools		36%

																Government Schools		10%

				EFTSU		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		Higher Education Funding Act		-23%

		Total places		Target/Fully subsidised		415,985		418,155		412,255		412,650		410,860		VET		6%

				Actual		435,689		444,084		451,832		457,230		430,316

		Undergrad EFTSU		Target/Fully subsidised		351,735		357,670		362,948		365,487		365,920

				Actual		369,453		377,527		385,864		391,728		390,689

				6 mo av. Actual		184,727		188,764		192,932		195,864		195,345

				Cal year approx				373,490		381,696		388,796		391,209

								96/97		97/98		98/99		99/00

								Change in $ between 96 and 02		Change in $ between 96 and 04/05

				Non-government Schools				177%		220%

				Government Schools				140%		161%

				Higher Education Funding Act				95%		103%

				VET				138%		155%
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VET

0.244314101

0.1742877663

0.47366531

0.1077328226

&L&D&C&P&R&F&A

From DETYA portfolio budget statement, funding from HE grants Act (research and HECS not included)

From BP No. 1

Budget year estimate (actuals not available from 99/00 portfolio budget statement)

Sarah Newlands:
Forward projection from 1998-99 budget

Sarah Newlands:
1998-99 budget allocation

From BP no.3, SPP, includes IESIP

From BP no.3, SPP, includes IESIP

From BP no.3, SPP, includes IESIP

From BP no.3, SPP, includes IESIP

From DETYA portfolio budget statement, funding from HE grants Act (research and HECS not included)

From BP No. 1

Supplied by Doug Newton

From 2001-2003 higher ed triennium report, Appendix A

higher education funding report for the 1997-99 Triennium.
Table 4.7, p.51

higher education funding report for the 1998-00 Triennium.
Table 6.1, p.87

higher education report for the 1999-2001 Triennium.
Table 2.16, p.91

higher education funding report for the 2000-2002 Triennium.
Table 2.13, p.96

higher education report for the 2001-03 Triennium.
Table 4.10, p.105

Estimated from first three quarters of 2000-01

Source:ABS, 5206, March 2001

This is derived from a projection of GDP based on figures for the first 3 quarters of 2000/01 ONLY
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